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1. Disclosure Rules (a.k.a. Reporting 
Checklist) 

The purpose of this section is to explain the notion of disclosure rules (a.k.a. 

reporting checklist). 

1.1. Overview of Disclosure Rules (Reporting Checklist) 

Financial reports have certain disclosures that are always required.  For example, a 

balance sheet is always required.  Same for an income statement, cash flow 

statement, and statement of changes in equity.  A statement of comprehensive 

income might be required.  Certain disclosures are always required such as the 

nature of operations, basis of reporting, significant accounting policies, and revenue 

recognition policy. 

If certain line items are reported; then certain disclosures are required.  For 

example, if the line item “Inventories” appears on the balance sheet, the a disclosure 

of inventory components and the inventory policy is required. 

These statements and disclosures are instantiated within a report in the form of a 

Block.  If machine-readable metadata is provided, then automated machine-based 

processes can augment the manual effort of professional accountants to check to be 

sure statutory and regulatory disclosure rules are being complied with. 

Disclosure rules that make up a reporting checklist can be represented in machine-

readable form to assist accountants when creating reports. 

 

 

1.2. Reporting Checklist 

I organized the disclosure mechanics rules with another set of helpful rules which I 

call the reporting checklist.  The disclosure checklist rules were likewise represented 

using XBRL definition relations1. 

 
1 Reporting checklist, XBRL definition relations rules, http://xbrlsite.azurewebsites.net/2016/conceptual-

model/reporting-scheme/us-gaap/reporting-checklist/ReportingChecklist-us-gaap-strict-rules-def.xml  
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What the reporting checklist does is organize the disclosures into a checklist which 

articulates whether a disclosure is always required, required if some line item is 

reported, required if some other disclosure is required, etc.  The disclosures in the 

reporting checklist are the disclosures for which the disclosure mechanics rules are 

provided.  So, the reporting checklist and the disclosure mechanics work together. 

1.3. Reporting Checklist Rules 

Reporting checklist rules enforce statutory, regulatory, compliance, and governance 

reporting requirements to the extent that such reporting requirements can be 

represented in machine readable form.  Such rules which cannot be checked using 

automated processes are to be provided in human-readable form and checked by 

human-based processes. 

The following are the currently supported arcrole2 used to represent the relations 

which are used to represent the disclosure mechanics rules. 

ArcRole 

report-requiresDisclosure 

report-reportsConcept 

reportingLineItem-requiresDisclosure 

disclosure-allowedAlternativeDisclosure 

concept-allowedAlternativeConcept 

report-possibleDisclosure 

 

Machine readable example3: 

 
2 Disclosure mechanics arcroles, http://xbrlsite.azurewebsites.net/2016/conceptual-model/drules-

arcroles.xsd  
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The following is a human readable example of a reporting checklist4: 

 

All reporting checklist rules should be defined in advance to the extent that such 

rules can be represented in machine-readable form. 

 

 
3 Reporting checklist, machine readable, http://xbrlsite.azurewebsites.net/2016/conceptual-

model/reporting-scheme/us-gaap/reporting-checklist/ReportingChecklist-us-gaap-strict-rules-def.xml  
4 Combined disclosure mechanics and reporting checklist implemented by XBRL 

Cloud, 

http://xbrlsite.azurewebsites.net/2017/Prototypes/XASB/Disclosure%20Mechanics%

20and%20Reporting%20Checklist.html  
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